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April 2025: UNESCO adds Friedrich Nietzsche’s literary estate to
UNESCO’s Memory of the World Register.

The literary estate of philosopher, poet and composer Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900)
has become part of the UNESCO Memory of the World Register. This distinction recognizes
the great significance of Nietzsche’s literary work for international cultural and
intellectual history. Friedrich Nietzsche also left clear traces in Switzerland - both in
Basel and in Sils (Engadine). Parts of his literary and biographical legacy are located at
the University of Basel library, the State Archives of the City of Basel, and the Nietzsche
House in Sils Maria.

Friedrich Nietzsche is one of the best known, most influential, and also most
controversial authors in the intellectual history of our age. In light of his worldwide
reception in the 20t and 21st centuries, “Nietzsche” is a unique international and
interdisciplinary phenomenon. His thinking still finds a spirited response in many areas
of cultural, social and aesthetic research. As much as he himself claimed to be
“untimely”, his work is typical for his era and its cultural upheavals. Reflecting on the
rise of industrial culture, scientific technology, and historical consciousness, he also
recognized the loss of supposed certainties, the decline of a common religious
orientation, and the growing uncertainty about the future.

Documents of international interest and universal value

UNESCO is now including Friedrich Nietzsche’s literary legacy in its Memory of the
World Register. This register was created in 1995 to record books, manuscripts, visual,
audio and film recordings, book and archive collections and other documents that meet
the selection criteria of international interest and universal value. A large part of
Nietzsche’s literary estate is currently held at the Goethe and Schiller Archive of the
Klassik Stiftung Weimar. But many traces and key documents concerning his work have
also been preserved in Basel, where Nietzsche lived and worked from 1869 to 1879, and
in Sils (Engadine), where he spent the summer months in the 1880s, writing some of his
most famous works.
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Nietzsche in Sils

Friedrich Nietzsche spent seven summers (1881 and 1883-88) in this Engadine alpine
resort. His very first stay provided him with a key idea that gave his later philosophizing
a new direction: the “idea of the eternal return”, the starting point for his book “Thus
spoke Zarathustra”. A significant part of Nietzsche’s work was conceived in Sils: the 2nd
and 3 drafts of “Thus Spoke Zarathustra” in the summer of 1883, “Beyond Good and
Evil” (notes for the book written in summer 1885), the concepts behind key prefaces to
his earlier writings (summer 1886), his polemic “On the Genealogy of Morals” (written
in July 1887), and finally “Twilight of the Idols” and “The Anti-Christ” (both in summer
1888).

Provenance of the Sils holdings

The “Nietzsche House in Sils Maria” Foundation owes its collection of the philosopher’s
manuscripts and letters to the German-British antiquarian bookseller Albi Rosenthal
(1914-2004) and his wife Maud Rosenthal-Levy (1909-2007). The couple had spent
decades assembling one of the world’s most significant collections of Nietzsche
autographs, music, photographs, first editions and presentation copies in Oxford. In
1994, this collection was given to the foundation in Sils.

The inclusion of Nietzsche’s literary estate in the “Memory of the World” Register will be
celebrated at the opening of the Nietzsche Colloquium on September 25, 2025, in Sils.



